Irag Recognizes Kurdish Autonomy

the Revolutionary Command
Council, the ruling government
body. '

On his return to Baghdad
from these talks the Vice Pre-
mier announced that he had
reached agreement not on a
truce or cease-fire but on a
“total and final” settlement of
the Kurdish question..

Kurdish sources cautioned,
however, that the declaration
was unilateral, by-the Govern-
ment, and that it was up to the
Government to carry it out.

The Kurds emphasized that
X their armed force, known as the
, - Pesh Merga, or the devoted
the north of Iraq. S ones, and numbering about 10,-
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port of Gen. Mustafa al-Barzani, pendence but for autonomy coming to terms is that, no
the leader of the Kurds. within the Iraqi state. .matter what some Xurds may
Fighting for Centuries General. Barzani, a tribal think of the Baath, the chance
If it is carried ouf— ro- leader, began fighting the Brit- to reach agreement with any
i 1S cd }f u E‘:)S PI®ish in Iraq 40 years ago and Iragi Government that recog-
r}:}ousd aticor S avqunot ee_nEE continued to fight the Iraqi re- nized Kurdish autonomy was a
‘3 echarl?tmn Wi fend e‘%. public. He united the Kurdish historic opportunity.
an fa % ¢ years ﬂ? gpoftl 13 tribes and gained de facto Moreover, General Barzani is
gar are etwegnth I?( Sgl 4d autonomy in 1961. getting old. While his age is
hovernmenl an ? S‘g 5-.'11‘.""“1 The final negotiations on given as 66, some believe that
as a population of 8.6 muillion yp;0h President Bakr based his he is older. And the Kurds, with
geoplq of ‘whom d1'5 million t0 geclaration today were between thousands  of their villages in
trxmnign grel.Kur. S":I.F“}’f mlulfl‘?ln General Barzani and Sidan ruins from fighting and from
other Kurds “(’ie }:1_‘] urhey w l‘le Hussein Taarit, the  Assistant aerial bombardment, and with a
;P Is estimate at three mil- gecretary General of the Iraqi generation growing up almost
lon live in Iran. . . . Baath party, who is reputed to without- education, are weary.
Kurds have been fighting be the most powerful man in If the declaration does nbt lead
Turks, Persians and Arabs for the country. He is also Vice to final :peace, it will at least
centuries. They rose in a series pPremier, and vice chairman of give them a respite. o
of futile rebellions in Turkey |
after World War II in quest of

By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT
Speclal to The New York Times

BAGHDAD, Irag, March 11
—The Iraqi Government to-

night recognized the autonomy §
of the Xurdish people within g
the Iraqi state, and declared
a national holiday tomorrow to
celebrate the event.

The Iraqi President, Lieut.
Gen. Ahmed Hassan ai{-Bakr, in
a radio and television address
following. months of negotia-
tions with the Kurds and years
of rebellion, said that they
would exercise their national
rights within a unified area in
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